
Minules of CONA Meeting
September 16, 1998 7:00 P.tl.
[rcoloskey Room, City Hall
Bloominoton, lndiana

Directols Present:
Peterwright LaflY Crewell
Eugene Fdtz Fran Moore
Brll Boese David Walter
Pat Aungsl Ma.iorie Hudgins
Chris Smith Maft Hood

Guesls: chnsMccuirc-Hasirngs, BUEZ

Bill Slurbaum
Carl Price
Sue Mayer
Sue Shapiro

lmporleni Dates:
Nexl NAG mceling is scieduled for November6 at 8:30 a.m
Next CONA Meeting is November 18 at 7:00 p.m.

Minules ot the Augusl '19, 1998 meeting were approved.

1. Financjal Report: There is a balance of t704.30 in the checking account. One check was
wfitten tor $15.30 to pay forthe printing of checks.

2 Bill Slulbaum reporled that the Mayo/s offic€ would tund the regislralion fees for two CONA
Directors to attend the Regional Neighborhood As.sociation Conference rn Lexinglon, KY on
October 1 and 2. David Wanerwill be atiending. Bill Sturbaum asked ifanyone else was
interested in going. There berng no response, then BillSturbaum asked if the CONA
Direclors would support Oavid Waller's expenses for the molel room. Cad Pdce moved and
Bill Boese seconded a molion to reimburse David Walieis expenses up to $200 lor travel,
lodging and meals.

3. The IRS has sent e letter to CONA requesling more information about the oruanization's
purposes. There isalist of 20 questions lo be ans i,ered. Mosl orthe questions ask about
the organization's polilical activnies, such as lobbying govemmental ofiicials and donating
funds to political cempaigns. Chns Mccuire-Hastings volunteered to assi9 Bill Studaum in
answenng lhe IRS's questions

The progrem forthe November meeirno may indude a presentalion from lhe lndianapolis
Greenways. The Csx rsilroad right of way is avarlable for purchase rom Ellettsville to lhe
east side of Bloomington. Cook, lnc. hes given some filnds to set up 6 non_profit agency lo
purchase or develop the riohl of way. Bill Sturbaum will investigate lhis rumor further.

A brochure from lhe lndianapolis Leadership Ac€demy. The Academy is funded by e grant

from Lilly Foundaton. The Academy mey be able to essist CONA in lraining.

The nen NAG meeting will be held on Fdday, October 9. At the last meetino, it was decided
that NAG rs the best lorum forlhe city to presenl new proposals to lhe neighbolhood
associations. The exchange of infomation about cily initialives before they are fomalized
should be of benefrt to bolh. PeterWright said lhat at our lasl meeting he leamed that susie
Johnson sends an e-marl summary of her meeling noles to the mayor's omce

Stom Orainege: The new fee tor slorm drainage work will appear on our next water bill- The

City t tilili€s wants to raise $6 million for repairs to lhe downtown slorm drainage system Bill

Boese sEid that there is no incentive to sludy drainage problems though out the city. HAND

had $75,ooo in lheir budget (to be funded from the general fund of the city), but lhe tunds
were redistributod to other requests. The Diredors agreed that slorm drainage problems
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occur in ell neighborhoods, not only the downtown arca Fran Moore commented that the
iown was buill as if it weae on flat ground wilh no consderation for relention ponds. Davft,
Walter slated that his neighbortrood had two slorm waier retemion ponds, but neither of them
holds waler when it rains. Bill Boese and Oavid Waher agreed thal meetings with city officials
on this problem have not been effective. As new developments occur in the city, more area
is paved and the flooding gels worse.

8 Repons kom the neighborhood associations:

lvlajorie Hudgins said thet lhey had discussed with Nancy Heistand preservation of historic
homes that happen to be used es rentals in their neighborhood. They wanled to know what
programs are aveilable to landlords to assist them in lhe upkeep and mainlenance oflhetr
slruclures. Mejode eslimated that 90% of the homes in her neighbofiood are renlal unils.

There being no further disclrssion, the meeling adjoined at 8:30 p.m.


